
 

...called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

Volume 62 number 3 

 

Inside this issue 

Worship Ministry ...….…….. 2 

Deacons ……………………….… 3 

Growth Ministry …...……….. 3 

Homebound …………………… 4 

Session Notes ……….………… 5 

Study Opportunities ….……. 6 

Stewardship Ministry ...... 7,8 

Service Opportunities …….. 9 

Birthdays …….................... 10 

Anniversaries …….............. 10 

Thank You ………..………...… 11  

Souled Out ……………………. 11 

Service Ministry ……………. 11 

MSPC Church Info ….....…. 13 

Church Calendar...……...... 14 

MIDDLE SPRING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

The Middle Spring Messenger 

March 

March 2025 

The Fellowship Team has reserved 40 tickets for the dinner and show at An-

tietam Recreation for Friday, April 25. The show is “A Century of Song”, and 

it is filled with music from the past 100 years, with much singing and dancing. 

A great show! You can go to their website, Antietamentertainment.com, to see 

a preview and also view the dinner menu. 
 

Cost of tickets is as follows: Seniors (60+) $53.53, Adults (12-59) $55.40, Chil-

dren (4-11) $33.89. This does not include the cost for transportation, which 

will be determined when we know what size van is needed. The cutoff date to 

order tickets is April 1.  
 

Hope to see you there! Any questions, please see Sue Beidel or Deanna Baer. 

Lenten Devotionals 
 
There are a variety of  Lenten devotionals available for your use in the CE 
Lobby on top of the cabinets.  Please take any you would like - Ash 
Wednesday is March 5! 

https://www.antietamentertainment.com/centuryofsong
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Pastor Ed works from home Saturday and Monday. He is in 

the office Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm; 

Thursdays by appointment. 

 
Secretary hours are Tuesday through Friday, 9 am to 3 pm.  

 

Pastor Ed Blank      Church Email:  pastor@middlespringpc.org 

Cell:  (717) 372-9894      Confidential Email:  ehb47@comcast.net 

Home:  (717) 458-4104 

 

 Transitional Pastor:  Rev. Edward Blank 

 Organist:  Ingrid Winckler 

 Choir Director:  Lindsay Evanchak 

 Handbell Choir Director:  Jan Ile 

 Nursery Supervisor:  Brenda Varner 

 Youth Fellowship Director:  Jason Henry 

 Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Jim Richwine 

 Secretary:  Rebecca Jordan 

 Website:  www.middlespringpc.org 

 Email:  secretary@middlespringpc.org 

 Address:  135 Middle Spring Road 
                 Shippensburg, PA  17257  

 Church Phone:  717-532-8198 

March Worship Participants 

March 2 -  Ethel Palmer and family 

March 9 -  Bob and Kim Barnie 

March 16 -  Jeanette McCans 

March 23 -  MSPC Women 

March 30 -  Dorina and Richard Saul 

The Designated Offering for March will go to the Therapy Dog Fund. 

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING A 
GREETER! 
 
The sign-up sheet is in the narthex 
and we need to add some 
names.  Contact Kathy Palmer 
with any questions.  The help will 
be greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 
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As a church we have been supporting the Shippensburg Community Cares family 
shelter for some time. The Deacons help to facilitate this effort by taking your dona-
tions to the shelter and by staying atop their needs. 

 

The shelter is located at 206 E. Burd Street in Shippensburg. There is room for up to 
8 families a day. Each family is given their own room, sink and toilet with shared shower and kitchen 
facilities. There is a kids playroom, conference/homework room, and another room for clothing and 
regular hygiene supplies. 

 

Middle Spring partners with many other agencies to assist in providing food support, transportation, 
employment, budget building, housing search and much more. Please note that there is a continuing 
need for the supplies the Deacons gather and then deliver to the shelter on the first Sunday of each 
month. So we continue to ask for donations of cooking oil, bleach, washcloths and towels and other 
cleaning supplies, toiletries, dry/canned goods, and children’s snacks. We are also adding blankets to 
this list of needs. 

 

What a privilege to assist in providing a safe, healthy and comfortable environment for those that need 
it until they can get back on their feet. 

From the  
Deacons’  

bench 

Friends in Fellowship will meet on Wednesday, March 12 at 11:30 am at  the 

Italian Village. Bring a friend and join us around the table in fellowship and 

good food.   
 

Contact Jan Ile by March 9 if you will be attending at 717-977-7670 or email 

at janile@pa.net. 

Deacon of the month for  
March is 
 

Jeanette Chamberlin 
(717) 360-3809 
ajeanette5@yahoo.com 

The first Sunday of each month the 

deacons will be collecting items for the 

Community Cares Family Shelter.  You 

may leave items in the boxes at the entrances 

at any time. Toiletries, cleaning supplies, dry/

canned goods, children’s snacks, towels, cooking oil, bleach, 

and paper products are needed by the families.  And we are 

now collecting blankets!  
 

Follow their posts on Facebook! 

mailto:janile@pa.net
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Violet Barr 
1001 E. Oregon Road 
Lititz, PA  17543 
vmrabarr@gmail.com 
(717) 509-5444 

Mary Bard 
Celebration Villa, Room 135 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg, PA  17257 

Tom Barksdale 
100 Green Ridge Lane, Apt 120 

Newville PA 17241 

(717) 776-8280 

Dorothy M. Nye 

Swaim Health Center, Rm. 329 

210 Big Spring Rd 

Newville, PA 17241 

(717) 776-8513 

Mary Lou Ocker 

Celebration Villa, Room 151 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg, PA  17257 

(717) 477-8089 

Jean Wenger 

Celebration Villa, Room 140 

129 Walnut Bottom Road 

Shippensburg, PA  17257 

Dick Weaver 

Bridges at Bent Creek 

2100 Bent Creek Blvd. Apt. 112 

Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 

(717) 576-8996 

Joan Schroeder 
Menno Haven 
141 Village Square 
Chambersburg PA 17201  

Dottie Reese 
Country Meadows 

4905000 E. Trindle Rd. 

Building 3, Rm. 3088 

Mechanicsburg, PA. 17055 

(717) 658-7470 

Howard and Doe Davis 
1166 Ashton Drive 
Shippensburg PA  17257 
davishoward277@gmail.com 

(717) 530-1133 
(H) (717) 729-0147 

Bob and Betty Harper 
1418 Oakwood Ct 
Chambersburg PA 17201 
(R) (717) 860-6706 
(B) (717) 860-6191 
rch1418@comcast.net 
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Session Highlights for FEBRUARY 2025 
 
The February Session meeting was held on February 4, 2025, at 6:00 PM in the library/classroom.  Park Bierbower 
led the Session in devotions and opened the meeting with prayer. 
 

The Clerk’s report indicated that Sunday worship continued to be in person but was also offered live at 10:30 AM 
through Facebook and available on the church’s YouTube channel and website. Attendance was as follows: 
 

 Sanctuary  Online       
January 5        87        19                     
January 12        51        19                
January 19   No Service because of inclement weather          

 January 26              70         16       
  

The following Consent Agenda Items were Approved: 
 

• The minutes of the January 14, 2025 Session meeting. 
• The minutes of the January 14, 2025 Deacon meeting. 
• 2024 Auditor’s Report 

 
The Spring Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 16, 2025, immediately following worship.  The 
purpose of the meeting is to hear the 2025 financial data and the 2024 membership statistics. 
 
A Congregational Gathering has been scheduled for Sunday, May 18, 2025, immediately following worship to hear 
what the congregation likes/dislikes about the Outreach/Fellowship events that have been held and to brainstorm 
new ideas. 
 
A new event was added to the planned programs of the Outreach/Fellowship Team. Rose Leitner will present a 
concert on Saturday, June 14, 2025, at 7:00 PM. 
 
An Organist swap will be held on Sunday, February 23, 2025, with Phil Shuman from the King Street United Breth-
ren Church coming to Middle Spring and Ingrid will be playing at the King Street church.  No cost to either church. 
 
The Alarm System was malfunctioning and has since been repaired. 
 
Seven dead or injured trees were cut down by Zook Tree Service for $2400.  A fence row belonging to the Cemetery 
Association was also removed. The Cemetery Association paid $600 for the removal of the fence. 
 
A discussion was held about the possibility of having a Junior Church during worship. 
 
The Youth Group will be traveling to Bloomington, IL on July 12-19 for their Mission trip this summer.  The silent 
auction and chicken bar-b-que will be held on Saturday, April 12, 2025. 
 
At the January 23 Community Meal, 2 in-person meals were served, 61 drive-thru meals were served, and 35 meals 
were given to the Family Shelter.  
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The Adult Sunday School Class meets every Sunday morning 

at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall. We are studying from the 

Life Guide Bible Series called “Meeting the Spirit.”  We will be 

examining key passages of  scripture that will teach us vital 

truths about who the Spirit of  God is and what he is anxious 

to do in our lives. Be prepared to be changed! We are adding to 

our numbers and have very meaningful conversations that help us grow in our faith. Come, you will 

be so glad you did. 

The Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study will meet at 1:00 on Tuesday, March 18 
in the library. We will continue with Lesson #4 from The Book of  Malachi.   
 

Contact Kathy Palmer with any questions or for study details. 

The Tuesday morning Zoom Bible study group would like to encourage 

members of  the congregation to join us for our Lenten study. We will 

begin this study on Tuesday March 4th and continue each Tuesday 

through April 15th. We will be using a study from Right Now Media, 

the “Lent Experience” by Eric Ferris.  
 

Each week we will view a video and use the daily devotional journal that accompanies it to aid in our 

discussion of  that week’s topic. Right Now Media is available on line to all church members.  If  you 

are unable to join us on Zoom and would like to pursue this study independently you may do so by 

going online. The devotionals can be ordered through the church office whether you are planning to 

join us or will be doing the study on your own.  
 

A brief  explanation of  the study from Right Now Media follows: 

“What happens when you take 2000 years of  a Christian tradition, capture the heart of  it and 

reimagine it? Whether you’re a veteran of  observing Lent or a rookie who is jumping in for the first 

time, you can join thousands of  people for an experience that just may surprise you.  It’s simple, you 

watch a video on Ash Wednesday that kicks the whole thing off. Then each Sunday until Easter you 

will watch a short video that will give your Lent challenge for the week. The challenges are based on 

things that have been a part of  Lent for centuries. Your participant journal is loaded with everything 

you need to learn more about Lent and to successfully complete each week’s challenge.” 
 

In our group study we will be working from Tuesday to Tuesday rather than Sunday to Sunday. If  

you are considering joining the study or plan to join us, please contact Jan Mooney. She can give you 

a brief  description of  how the study group functions and will send you the link to join. We look for-

ward to welcoming new members with new ideas to the group. 
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Want to save taxes on your RMD's (Required Minimum Distribution) while giving to Middle Spring 
Presbyterian Church ?    

If you're currently subject to taking an RMD from your rollover IRA or pension plan, you can make any part of 
your distribution non-taxable if you donate directly to Middle Spring Presbyterian Church.  By giving directly 
from your IRA/pension to the church, the funds you pull out are not taxed, possibly reducing your overall tax 
bill while you continue making your charitable contribution to MSPC. If you think this is something you'd like 
more information about the process and the benefits of taking the distribution this way, talk to Pastor Ed, Gary 
or myself.   

Greg McMullen, Finance Chair MSPC. 
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Ink Cartridge Return Program   
 

Please remember to donate to our Staples 

Ink Cartridge Return Program.  We 

aim to collect 20 used cartridges to receive 

our maximum $40 per month in savings 

for office supplies and equipment.  We have saved 

thousands of dollars through this program over the years!  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Jim Corwin (717) 532-8747 

Save Your Pull Tabs! 
 

Session continues to support the Ronald 
McDonald House by collecting the pull 
tabs from soda cans. These are being col-
lected in a marked container in the narthex. 

There is a nursery sign-up sheet for 2025 
available!  If you are interested in helping 
in the nursery, please check your calendars 
and stop by the nursery to sign up.  
 
Brenda is there early if you would like to 

come in before church. 

Cell Phone Collection 
 

The Service Ministry at Middle Spring 

Church is collecting used or broken cell 

phones for the military.  The Military 

Mama Network collects them and 

turns them into Calling Cards for de-

ployed military members and their fam-

ilies.  If you have a phone to contribute please contact 

Brad Beidel for pickup.  There is also a box located in 

the Church lobby for collection.   

New Memorial Books  
 

Three new memorial books have been placed in the Middle Spring Library by the Library Committee. 
 

The Library Committee lost three valued members in 2024: Albert Keer, his wife Arlene Keer, and Carol McFeely.  All 
readers, they each cared about the library and helped to make it what it is today.   
Al Keer was a founding member of the committee, and he brought a valuable historical perspective to decisions that the 
committee dealt with.  Arlene Keer contributed reading suggestions to the committee long before she formally joined, 
and her opinion was always helpful.  Carol McFeely could be counted on for book recommendations that enriched and 
challenged, but she also helped to keep the library collection in check, weeding out books that were outdated or no longer 
used.   
 

In recognition of the many contributions of these three members of Middle Spring, the Library Committee has placed the 
following books in the library.  We encourage you to look for them on the shelves. 
 

 Living Faith  
  by Jimmy Carter 
     in memory of Albert Keer  (1932 - 2024) 
 
 Sources of Strength: Meditations on Scripture for a Living Faith 
  by Jimmy Carter 
     in memory of Arlene Keer  (1940 – 2024) 
  
 Another Day: Sabbath Poems, 2013-2023 
  by Wendell Berry 
     in memory of Carol McFeely  (1940 –  2024) 
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Colton and Kayla Haab   3/4 

Bob and Jeannie Rohr   3/7 

Greg and Shawna McMullen  3/14 

Glen and Deb Fletcher   3/17 

Tim and Tammy Maclay  3/25 

 

Joseph Brett  3/2 

Dane Bricker  3/3 

Jaxson Mosher  3/3 

Joann Langley  3/8 

Robert Barnie  3/10 

Mavis Karper  3/11 

Alyssa Kelso  3/13 

Pat Frey   3/17 

Sydney Roth  3/18 

Evan Mosher  3/23 

Mary Lou Ocker  3/24 

Pris Gould   3/26 

Deb Fletcher  3/27 

Kit Walizer   3/27 

Brett Chamberlin  3/28 

Ingrid Winckler  3/31 
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Service Ministry                                    

Shippensburg Area Community Meal 
The next community meal will be March 27 at 5:00 pm.  If you would like to 

volunteer, donate, or need more information, contact Jared Krebs at 717-578-0887.  

 

Please come out, have dinner with us, and meet the people we support with this 

ministry! 

Greetings Middle Spring Presbyterian Church Family,  

 

Thank you so much for your generous gift of $500.00 made 

on November 21st, 2024. The livestock you've generously 

shared are gifts that transcend generations, bringing lasting 

joy to those who need it most.  

 

We are so appreciative of your kind support. With your 

support, we have power over poverty and hunger! 
 

Kind regards, 
 

Houston Pierce 

Donor Services Representative 

Heifer International 

On behalf of the Franklin County Jail Ministry, I would like to express 
our heartfelt gratitude for your generous donation. Your support plays a 
crucial role in helping us provide spiritual guidance, resources, and hope 
to those incarcerated in our community. 
 
Your commitment to making a positive difference is truly appreciated, 
and your contribution will directly impact the lives of many individuals 
in need of hope and redemption. 
 
Thank you again for your kindness and partnership in this important 
ministry. 
 
With sincere appreciation, 
 
Ramona Torres 
Treasurer 
Franklin County Jail Ministry 

Souled Out is excited to report that we will be going to Bloomington, Illinois 
from July 12-19 for our mission trip this year!  
 
To raise money, we will be having our annual chicken BBQ & silent auction on 
Saturday, April 12. Please mark it on your calendars! Chicken dinners will be 
$15 each and will be served from 4-6:30. If you have anything you would like 

to donate to the auction, please contact Jason Henry.  
 
Thank you so much for all of your support! 
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Phone numbers and email addresses are available in the church directory 

 

Mission and Vision 
 

Middle Spring Presbyterian Church called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 
 

To worship, we gather 

to praise and glorify God 

to be transformed by the Spirit 

  to forgive and to be forgiven 

  to witness to our faith in our triune God 

  to pray for guidance in our lives 

as we meet life’s challenges 

and care for God’s world and God’s children 

In worship, we experience God’s presence inviting us to grow. [Colossians 1:10] 
 

To grow, we seek 

  to read the Bible for understanding and reflection 

  to learn about our Christian faith and Reformed tradition 

  to be open to new ways the truth is revealed in the world today 

to share our faith journey with one another 

  to become more committed to Christ’s mission 

In growing, we hear God’s invitation to respond and serve.      [John 17:18] 
 

To serve, we reach out 

  to proclaim the good news of the saving grace of God 

  to share our blessings 

  to offer hope and comfort 

  to experience fellowship with others 

  to improve the lives of those in need around the world, 

heeding Christ’s call to “Tend my sheep.”      [John 21:16] 
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Session 
 

Jan Ile Clerk, Worship Ministry 

Rev. Edward Blank Moderator 

Park Bierbower  Fellowship & 

Outreach, Worship Ministry 

Stew Cook Building and 

Grounds Session Liaison 

Jill Corwin Service Ministry 

Don Cover Chair, Nominating  

Kemper Dyson Co-Chair,  

Growth Ministry 

Jared Krebs Chair, Service 

Ministry 

Greg McMullen Chair, 

Personnel; Chair, Finance 

Susie Rohr Co-Chair, Growth 

Ministry  

Deacons 
Sue Beidel, Moderator, Pastoral Care & 

Home Communion, Milestone Recognition, 

Transportation, Medical Equipment 

Larry Ocker, Co-Moderator, Pastoral Care & 

Home Communion, Communion Supplies 

Stevie Nordai, Secretary, Representative to 

Nominating Committee 

Janet Sailhamer, Care and Share, Christmas 

Fruit Baskets 

Jeanette Chamberlin, Care and Share, 

Christmas Fruit Baskets  

Pris Gould, Chancel/Funeral/Holiday Flowers 

Rick Arnold, Pulpit Scarves and Banners 

Judy Heberlig, Chancel/Funeral/Holiday 

Seasonal Flowers 

Jan Mooney, Community Outreach 

Larry Singer, Community Outreach, 

Transportation, Medical Equipment 

Dorina Saul, Community Outreach, Milestone 

Recognition  

Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 
If you have need of prayers, 

please contact Pastor Ed - 

pastor@middlespringpc.org 

 



 

...called together by God to worship, grow, and serve 

Middle Spring Presbyterian Church Calendar      Page 14 


